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North Carolina Department of Agriculture Orders NIR Testing Machine for
Elizabeth City Testing Lab

In order to reduce cost, increase efficiency and help
document the superior protein and oil of North Carolina
Soybeans, the North Carolina Department of Agriculture
ordered a FOSS NIR Infratec 1241 Testing Machine for
Elizabeth City Testing Lab on May 24™. The machine will
be USDA certified. Local staff is already trained on
operation of the machine. The department expects to be
able to test commodity products for protein and oil as soon .
as July 1. The addition of the new NIR machine means that samples will no longer need
to be shipped to Ohio for testing, which will eliminate sample shipping costs and will
improve turn around time.

The North Carolina Department of Agriculture and the North Carolina Soybean
Producers Association made this investment because they believe the quality of their
soybeans. Superior protein and oil content of North Carolina soybeans will demonstrate
that North Carolina soybeans are the soybean buyer’s best choice.

North Carolina Soybean Production Remains High

Soybean farmers are expected to plant 1.65 million acres,
well above the five year average but slightly smaller than
the 1.8 million acres in 2009. Yields are expected to meet
or exceed the state average yield for the last five years.
This would ensure another abundant soybean crop in 2010.

Crop Progress Report

North Carolina soybean farmers have planted nearly 40%
of this year’s crop. Planting progress is at the five year
average. Moisture conditions are adequate across most of
the soybean planting regions of the state. Conditions are
very good and are similar to what produced last year’s
highly superior crop.
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